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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, United Way of Illinois was incorporated in the
State of Illinois on the 22nd day of February, 1978, nam ng

Charl es A. Bane, a volunteer |eader, its first chai rman; and

WHEREAS, United Way of Illinois is celebrating its 25th

Anni versary on July 23, 2003; and

WHEREAS, Uni ted Wy of IIlinois is a statew de
organi zation of 52 menber Uni ted V\ys, representing
comunities across Illinois, which influences public policy

i ssues inpacting the nonprofit sector; and

WHEREAS, The or gani zati on maxi m zes col | aborative
resources anong |local United Ways, nonprofits, foundations,

donors and governnent; and

VWHEREAS, In the md 1970s, United Ways becane concerned
that governnment was becomng increasingly i nvol ved in
prograns and issues inpacting human services with little or

no input fromthe nonprofit human services sector; and

WHEREAS, Determ ned to address this issue, the statew de
Board at its annual neeting in 1975 adopted a resolution
formally establishing a United Way of Illinois, changing it
from an organization made up exclusively of United Wy
executives to one wth broad-based involvenent of both

vol unt eer | eaders and staff executives; and

VWHEREAS, Its defined purpose and objectives were "To be
an effective voice for volunteerismin Illinois, addressing
public policy issues affecting the United WAy novenent, and
assi sting local United Ways in achieving the national

St andards of Excel |l ence"; and

WHEREAS, In 1977, United Way of Illinois held its first

Governor's Breakfast where Governor Ji m Thonpson announced
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the creation of the title XX "Donated Funds Initiative"
program in Illinois, allow ng nonprofits a 3-for-1 match in
gover nnment funds supporting human service progranms, opening a
new era of cooperation between government and the private

sector; and

VWHEREAS, Since its incorporation in 1978, a strong public

policy agenda has been devel oped, |eading to inportant human

service achievenents, including: Est abl i shi ng nonprofit
i nsurance ri sk-pooling; Devel opi ng vol unt eer i mmunity
| egi sl ati on; Est abl i shi ng the nationally emulated FEMA
set-aside programin |Illinois; Creating a "Volunteers in

Public Admnistration"” program bringing together business
| eaders who assi sted State Gover nnent in vari ous
adm ni strative ar eas; Est abl i shi ng the Illinois Donor
Advi sory Commttee in 1990, nmade up of nonprofit, governnent,
busi ness, and civic |eaders, to nonitor unethical charitable
practices; Serving on the Governor's Task Force on Human
Services Reform working side-by-side wth governnent and
human service providers to bring about fair and equitable
changes in the State and national welfare system and hel ping
many di sadvantaged individuals to becone self-sufficient;
Leading efforts to establish "211" in 1Illinois, a non-
energency information and referral systemlinking individuals
Wi th human services in their local conmunities; and Serving
on the Advisory Commttee of the State Enpl oyee Canpai gn, on
the Governor's Social Services Advisory Committee, and the

Attorney Ceneral's Charitable Oversight Commttee; and

WHEREAS, United Way of Illinois has contributed a great
deal to inprove the state of human services in |Illinois and

in the nation; and

VWHEREAS, It has grown in ability, understanding, and

effectiveness as it carries out its mssion; therefore, be it
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RESOCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we commenorate the United Way of Illinois on the occasion of
its 25th Anniversary, and hereby extend our congratul ations

to the United Way novenent in Illinois; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this Resolution be

presented to the United Way of Illinois.
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